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Today’s	
  Outline	
  

1. Introductions	
  and	
  Motivations:	
  why	
  are	
  we	
  here?
2. Course	
  Overview:	
  expectations	
  (yours	
  and	
  ours)
3. Prosperity	
  and	
  Descent:	
  defining	
  a	
  “paradox”



Motivations:	
  Why	
  are	
  we	
  here?
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Motivations:	
  Why	
  are	
  you	
  here?

Physical	
  
Sciences

Biological	
  Sciences

Social	
  
Sciences

Liberal	
  Arts

The	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  world



Course	
  Overview

This	
  Course	
  Is:
• a	
  place	
  where	
  all	
  perspectives	
  and	
  ideas	
  are	
  respected…
• …but	
  where	
  you	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  ideas	
  and	
  arguments	
  
with	
  solid	
  evidence.
• a	
  chance	
  to	
  explore	
  ideas	
  beyond	
  your	
  chosen	
  major.
• a	
  crash-­‐course;	
  there’s	
  much	
  more	
  to	
  learn!



Course	
  Overview

This	
  Course	
  Is:

This	
  Course	
  Is	
  Not:

• a	
  place	
  where	
  all	
  perspectives	
  and	
  ideas	
  are	
  respected…
• …but	
  where	
  you	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  ideas	
  and	
  arguments	
  
with	
  solid	
  evidence.
• a	
  chance	
  to	
  explore	
  ideas	
  beyond	
  your	
  chosen	
  major.
• a	
  crash-­‐course;	
  there’s	
  much	
  more	
  to	
  learn!

• an	
  endorsement	
  of	
  one	
  particular	
  political	
  ideology	
  or	
  set	
  of	
  ideals.
• a	
  free	
  ride;	
  your	
  input	
  and	
  participation	
  is	
  critical.
• a	
  memorize/regurgitate	
  class;	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  think.	
  
• the	
  end;	
  our	
  hope	
  is	
  that	
  these	
  ideas	
  fuel	
  further	
  (life-­‐long)	
  thought	
  
about	
  humans	
  and	
  the	
  three	
  E’s:	
  environment,	
  energy,	
  &	
  economy



Course	
  Overview:	
  Syllabus



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Objectives

1. Describe	
  the	
  way	
  that	
  human	
  
societies	
  use	
  (and	
  reuse)	
  material	
  
&	
  energy	
  resources;	
  

2. Discuss	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  human	
  
population	
  sustainability	
  based	
  
on	
  resource	
  use;	
  

3. Compare	
  different	
  approaches	
  to	
  
understanding	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  
resource scarcity;	
  

4. Discuss	
  the	
  potential	
  for	
  human	
  
societies	
  to	
  achieve	
  long-­‐term	
  
sustainability	
  without	
  suffering	
  
massive	
  &	
  catastrophic	
  decline.

5. Understand	
  &	
  discuss	
  important	
  
local-­‐ &	
  global-­‐scale	
  
environmental	
  issues	
  and	
  events.
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Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

• Attend	
  class	
  and	
  arrive	
  on	
  time.	
  Requirements	
  
for	
  class	
  attendance	
  and	
  make-­‐up	
  exams,	
  
assignments,	
  and	
  other	
  work	
  in	
  this	
  course	
  are	
  
consistent	
  with	
  university	
  policies:	
  
https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulatio
ns/info/attendance.aspx.

• Complete	
  assigned	
  readings	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  class	
  
for	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  assigned.	
  

• Participate in	
  class	
  discussions,	
  including	
  your	
  
thoughts	
  on	
  the	
  assigned	
  readings	
  and	
  lectures.	
  
Learning	
  is	
  more	
  than	
  passive	
  accumulation	
  of	
  
information,	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  asking	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
questions	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  encourage	
  discussion.	
  

•Grading	
  Scale:A	
  (≥93),	
  A-­‐ (≥90	
  &	
  <93),	
  B+	
  (≥87	
  &	
  <90),	
  B	
  (≥83	
  &	
  <87),	
  B-­‐ (≥80	
  &	
  <83),	
  C+	
  
(≥77	
  &	
  <80),	
  C	
  (≥73	
  &	
  <77),	
  C-­‐ (≥70	
  &	
  <73),	
  D+	
  (≥67	
  &	
  <70),	
  D	
  (≥63	
  &	
  <67),	
  D-­‐ (≥60	
  &	
  <63),	
  
E	
  (<60).	
  GPA	
  info.:	
  https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/regulations/info/grades.aspx.



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

Participation	
  (15%):	
  You	
  cannot	
  receive	
  an	
  A	
  in	
  this	
  course	
  without	
  actively	
  
participating.	
  Students	
  earn	
  their	
  participation	
  grade	
  by	
  consistently	
  attending	
  
class,	
  asking	
  and	
  answering	
  questions	
  (based	
  on	
  your	
  reading	
  assignments	
  ahead	
  
of	
  time),	
  and	
  offering	
  opinions	
  on	
  course	
  topics	
  and	
  current	
  events

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/150026231311610932/



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

Current	
  Events	
  Posts	
  (30%):	
  Every	
  other	
  week	
  students	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  seek	
  out,	
  
post,	
  and	
  comment	
  on	
  one	
  current	
  event	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  environment,	
  ecology,	
  
energy,	
  human	
  populations,	
  and/or	
  their	
  interactions.	
  Current	
  events	
  may	
  come	
  
from	
  any	
  source	
  (newspaper,	
  magazine,	
  journal	
  article,	
  internet	
  resource)	
  as	
  long	
  
as	
  they	
  are	
  citable (i.e.,	
  you	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  identify	
  the	
  author,	
  publisher,	
  and	
  
publication	
  date)	
  and	
  recent (within	
  the	
  past	
  month).	
  



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

Each	
  post	
  (worth	
  up	
  to	
  10	
  points)	
  will	
  consist	
  of	
  a	
  two-­‐paragraph	
  write-­‐up.	
  In	
  the	
  
first	
  paragraph	
  students	
  must	
  identify	
  the	
  author,	
  publisher,	
  and	
  publication	
  date	
  
of	
  the	
  source	
  material	
  and	
  briefly	
  summarize	
  the	
  content	
  (e.g.,	
  who,	
  what,	
  when,	
  
where,	
  why?).	
  
In	
  the	
  second	
  paragraph	
  students	
  should	
  assess	
  the	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  information	
  
presented	
  (is	
  it	
  backed	
  up	
  by	
  scientific	
  study	
  &	
  consensus?),	
  discuss	
  the	
  event’s	
  
relevance/importance,	
  &	
  describe	
  connection	
  between	
  the	
  event	
  and	
  the	
  course.

Figure	
   from	
  Harbold (2013),	
  using	
  data	
  from	
  Groseclose and	
  
Milyo (2004).



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

In	
  alternating	
  weeks,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  assigned	
  one	
  of	
  their	
  classmates’	
  write-­‐ups	
  
to	
  formally	
  review.	
  Each	
  review	
  (also	
  worth	
  up	
  to	
  10	
  points)	
  must	
  assess:	
  1)	
  Did	
  the	
  
write-­‐up	
  adequately	
  identify	
  the	
  source	
  and	
  sufficiently	
  summarize	
  the	
  event?	
  2)	
  
Was	
  it	
  overly	
  critical	
  or	
  not	
  critical	
  enough?	
  3)	
  What	
  (if	
  any)	
  elements	
  of	
  the	
  
event’s	
  relevance	
  and	
  connection	
  to	
  the	
  course	
  were	
  missed?	
  



Syllabus	
  – Course	
  Expectations	
  and	
  Grading

Presentations	
  (30%):	
  Working	
  in	
  small	
  groups,	
  students	
  will	
  research	
  specific	
  topics	
  
over	
  several	
  weeks	
  and	
  prepare	
  two	
  in-­‐class	
  presentations.	
  Additional	
  details	
  to	
  
follow.	
  See	
  syllabus	
  for	
  schedule.

Final	
  Paper	
  (25%): Students	
  will	
  write	
  an	
  original,	
  well-­‐written	
  and	
  thoroughly	
  
researched	
  synthesis	
  paper	
  (≥6	
  pages,	
  single	
  spaced,	
  12-­‐pt	
  font,	
  1”	
  margins),	
  
focused	
  on	
  an	
  emerging	
  topic	
  or	
  event	
  in	
  the	
  broadly	
  defined	
  area	
  of	
  
“sustainability.”	
  

A	
  brief	
  (2-­‐paragraph)	
  summary	
  of	
  your	
  chosen	
  topic	
  is	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  instructors	
  by	
  
September	
  24th.	
  Identify	
  potential	
  topics	
  by	
  drawing	
  from	
  your	
  own	
  experiences	
  
and	
  interests,	
  current	
  event	
  posts	
  (yours	
  and your	
  classmates’),	
  and	
  material	
  from	
  
the	
  book	
  and	
  other	
  relevant	
  courses.	
  Contact	
  the	
  instructors	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  hard	
  
time	
  identifying	
  a	
  topic	
  of	
  interest.	
  





Syllabus	
  – Questions?

http://www.westga.edu/~faucette/teaching/Syllabus.jpg



Prosperity?

http://cdn3/Dr-­‐Spock-­‐Live-­‐Long-­‐and-­‐Prosper-­‐1.jpg



Prosperity?

Prosperous:	
  successful	
  in	
  
material	
  terms;	
  financially	
  
successful;	
  flourishing	
  physically;	
  
growing	
  strong	
  and	
  healthy.

Prosperity:	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  being	
  
prosperous.	
  Syn:	
  success,	
  
profitability,	
  affluence,	
  wealth,	
  
opulence,	
  luxury,	
  the	
  good	
  life,	
  milk	
  
and	
  honey,	
  (good)	
  fortune,	
  ease,	
  
plenty,	
  comfort,	
  security,	
  well-­‐being

http://everlution.co/wp-­‐content/uploads/2015/02/prosperity.png

http://cdn3/Dr-­‐Spock-­‐Live-­‐Long-­‐and-­‐Prosper-­‐1.jpg



Prosperity?

Raises	
  three	
  (probably	
  more)	
  important	
  questions:
1. How	
  do	
  we	
  measure	
  prosperity?	
  
2. Why	
  are	
  we	
  in	
  such	
  a	
  prosperous	
  time	
  (relatively	
  speaking)?
3. Does	
  it	
  have	
  to	
  end?	
  If	
  so,	
  can	
  we	
  control	
  the	
  descent?



How	
  Do	
  We	
  Measure	
  Prosperity?



How	
  Do	
  We	
  Measure	
  Prosperity?

Gross	
  Domestic	
  Product (GDP): the	
  monetary	
  value	
  of	
  all	
  goods	
  and	
  services	
  
produced	
  within	
  a	
  nation's	
  geographic	
  borders	
  over	
  a	
  specified	
  period	
  of	
  time
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How	
  Do	
  We	
  Measure	
  Prosperity?

Natural	
  Capital:	
  the	
  land,	
  air,	
  water,	
  living	
  organisms	
  of	
  the	
  Earth's	
  biosphere	
  
(and	
  their	
  functions)	
  that	
  provide	
  us	
  with	
  ecosystem	
  goods	
  and	
  services	
  
imperative	
  for	
  survival	
  and	
  well-­‐being;	
  the	
  basis	
  for	
  all	
  human	
  economic	
  activity.

http://media.licdn.com/mpr/mpr/p/5/000/209/375/226dd9d.jpgMEA,	
  2005



How	
  Do	
  We	
  Measure	
  Prosperity?
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Coming	
  Up

Thursday	
  9/3/15	
  Lecture
• Introduction	
  to	
  PWD	
  and	
  “State	
  of	
  the	
  Planet”
• Presentation	
  1	
  Assigned

For	
  Next	
  Week
• Read	
  Chapters	
  1-­‐2	
  in	
  PWD	
  (before	
  class)
• Current	
  Events	
  1	
  Due	
  (11:55	
  PM,	
  9/2/15)	
  

By	
  9/24/15
• Submit	
  2-­‐paragraph	
  summary	
  of	
  your	
  chosen	
  topic	
  for	
  final	
  paper


