
Funded Graduate Research Assistantship (MS or PhD) on Mangrove Structure and 
Function at the University of Florida/USGS Wetland and Aquatic Research Center 

 

 
 
A fully funded Graduate Research Assistantship (MS or PhD) is available as part of a collaborative project 
between Dr. David Kaplan at the University of Florida (https://www.watershedecology.org) and Dr. Michael 
Osland at the USGS Wetland and Aquatic Research Center (https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/michael-
johannes-osland). We are seeking a highly motivated student to investigate coastal wetland structure and 
function across a latitudinal gradient beginning in fall 2020.  
 
While several studies have documented or modeled the expansion of mangroves in response to warming winter 
temperatures, few have directly quantified how ecosystem properties and functions vary across latitudes. Given 
projections of accelerated climate-induced ecosystem change, this information is critical for helping coastal 
resource managers better prepare for the ecological consequences of a changing climate. 
 
Preferred applicants will have field experience, strong quantitative skills, an interest in both field work and 
statistical analyses, and excellent written and oral communication skills. Students with strong initiative to 
develop their own research questions alongside the project’s overarching objective are particularly encouraged 
to apply. Experience or interest in science communication is a plus. The selected student will enroll in the UF 
School of Natural Resources and the Environment (http://snre.ifas.ufl.edu) and be a member of Dr. Kaplan’s 
Watershed Ecology Lab (https://www.watershedecology.org). More information on the degree program and 
application process can be found here: http://snre.ifas.ufl.edu/academics/graduate/how-to-apply/. 
 
Assistantships include stipend, tuition, and health insurance. If you are interested in applying, email Dr. Kaplan 
(dkaplan@ufl.edu) with a copy of your CV, GRE scores and GPA, contact information for three references, and a 
brief statement (<500 words) outlining your research interests, career goals, and why you would like to pursue a 
graduate degree.  
 
Contact information: 
Dr. David Kaplan, Associate Professor, UF Environmental Engineering Sciences 
(dkaplan@ufl.edu; http://www.watershedecology.org; https://cfw.essie.ufl.edu) 
 
Dr. Michael Osland, Research Ecologist, US Geological Survey Wetland and Aquatic Research Center 
(mosland@usgs.gov; https://www.usgs.gov/staff-profiles/michael-johannes-osland) 


